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From the Ceo
Dunes

Most scientists that study rangelands 
will tell you that it is the interactive effects 
of grazing, drought, and fire that most 
shape the composition and productivity 
of grasslands. For most grasslands this is 
entirely true. But for much of the grasslands 
of the South Texas Sand Sheet, we must add 
the interactive effects of migrating sand 
dunes to that list.

When travelling across the Sand Sheet, 
it is plain to see that sand dunes are the most 
prominent feature of the landscape. Our 
strong southeasterly winds, when combined 

with sand and recurring drought, creates 
the conditions for a land that is defined 
by dunes. The process whereby dunes 
form, migrate, and ultimately stabilize is 
fascinating. 

The East Foundation’s El Sauz Ranch has 
some good examples of both migrating and 
stabilized dune systems. When you look at 
an aerial image of El Sauz, it is apparent that 
the southeastern two-thirds of the property 
is a patchwork of stabilized dunes scarred 
by the movement of migrating dunes blown 
northwestward by prevailing southeastern 
winds. The front end of these migrating 
dunes, known as the “lee side”, is continually 
encroaching on the mixed liveoak-mesquite 
woodlands to the northwest. 

Migrating dunes are mostly a mass 
of pure sand without much stabilizing 
vegetation. Migrating dunes in the sand 
sheet can be quite large – for example, 
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East Foundation’s El Sauz Ranch is at the southeastern extreme of 
the South Texas Sand Sheet. Notice the traces from the migrating 

sand dunes that have moved across the ranch. What is visible 
here, represents the evidence of several hundred years of dune 

migration.

Stabilized dune field with characteristic native grassland for the 
South Texas Sand Sheet.
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several migrating dunes at El Sauz are more than 500 
acres in size.  

The machinery of a migrating dune is interesting: 
When wind speeds exceed a threshold velocity of about 
6.2 mph, the top layer of fine dry sand is transported 
upward along the windward side of the dune (the “stoss”). 
This only occurs down to the level of damp sand. Once 
grains go over the crest of the dune, gravity takes over 
and the sand cascades down the lee side of the dune. In 
this fashion, the front of these dunes can move at a rate 
of 8 to 10 feet per year.

Work published in 2009 by a team led by Steve 
Forman (University of Illinois) found that dunes that 
were oriented from southeasterly winds were active and 
migrating about 200 years ago or later. The interesting 
point was that the team also found dunes that were 
oriented from northwesterly winds. This group of dunes 
they found to be quite a bit older – 2000 and/or 2700 
years ago. Of course this suggests that the prevailing 
winds were not always from the southeast.   

When you are out on migrating dunes, you don’t 
really walk – it is more like climbing through the dunes. 
After some time spent climbing through the dunes, you 
come to appreciate a migrating dune is an organized 
machine. This machine is well-designed to take the 
energy of wind and convert it into a force that can shape 
the land and its habitat.  Dune migration is a natural 
process that continually alters the land. 

This windmill is shown in the top photo during the 
Winter of 2013, with the crest of the dune approximately 
50 feet from the windmill. By the Spring of 2018, the 
windmill was overtaken, and the crest was within 8 feet 
of the windmill. 

Spending time in the dunes reminds us that nothing 
stays the same and nothing escapes change.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Gilly Riojas for his recent 

graduation from the University of Texas at San Antonio 
with an Master of Business Administration and to 
Zane Herrin for his  recent acceptance into the Master 
of Science in Ranch Management Program at the King 
Ranch Institute for Ranch Management.

© Wyman Meinzer

The crest and lee side of a large migrating dune encroaching on the mixed liveoak-
mesquite woodlands of the El Sauz.
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ProjeCt ProFile

Roadrunner Nesting Ecology of 
the San Antonio Viejo Ranch

Beep…Beep! Where do roadrunners establish 
nests, what is there nest success rate, and what factors 
account for nest failures? The Greater Roadrunner 
is a medium-sized predatory bird occurring in the 
southwestern United States, including South Texas. 
However, very little is known about the nesting ecology 
of this iconic and cartoon-famous critter. The East 
Foundation is committed to conducting research on 
understudied wildlife within a working cattle ranch to 
determine appropriate management practices for the 
benefit of all South Texas.

What we did from 2015 to 2016:
• Examined roadrunner natural history metrics on 

the San Antonio Viejo Ranch
• Used infrared video cameras on roadrunner 

nests to determine nest success and antipredator 
behaviors

What we found:
• Roadrunners selected nest sites with 20% shrub 

cover and 40% concealment cover, regardless of 
overall vegetation type

• Nest success ranged from 25% in 2015 to 43% in 
2016

• Nest predation accounted for all nesting failures in 
both years

• The Great Plains rat snake was the culprit in >80% 
of nest predation events

• Roadrunners actively defended nests for >5 
minutes when threatened by snake predators, 
these defense sessions included an average of 12 
bill strikes per minute

• 50% of predation events with an active roadrunner 
defense session resulted in the production of at 
least one viable egg or chick

What to Read
Seasons at Selah: The Legacy of Bamberger Ranch 
Preserve
By Andrew Sansom
Photography by Rusty Yates and David Langford
Forward by Carter Smith
Texas A&M Press

Seasons at Selah is wonderful photography and 
more. It is a chronicle of J. David Bamberger’s efforts to 
restore the land on a worn out ranch that he bought in 
1969 near Johnson City. The photography for this book 
is among the best – and the story told by Sansom is 
worth the read as it is truly a part of the history of land 
stewardship and conservation in Texas.

- Neal Wilkins

© Wyman Meinzer
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ranCher resourCes

Rainfall — Hoping for Average, 
Managing for Something Less

The East Foundation ranches are in a part of Texas 
that receive on average 20 to 27 inches of rain per year. 
Historically, rainfall is sparse throughout the year with 

peaks in late spring-early summer and again in the early 
fall. 

Every prolonged period of drought has started 
when we received below normal rainfall for one of these 
two periods. Recognizing how critical these two seasonal 
pulses of rain are to south Texas rangelands, wildlife, and 

What this means:
• Roadrunner nest defense is a productive 

strategy for this ground-based bird living in this harsh 
environment

• Because Great Plains rat snakes (#1 
predator) live in trees, management to reduce woody 
encroachment in South Texas will benefit Greater 
Roadrunners…and cattle for that matter

Again, the East Foundation believes that ranching 
and wildlife go together and we are committed to 
finding solutions for both wildlife conservation and 
livestock production.
Partner: Texas A&M University

-Tyler Campbell

© Wyman Meinzer

Students participate in a cattle grazing activity at Behind the 
Gates at the San Antonio Viejo Ranch.

Past meetings & events

February 9–11: 
Our students, post-docs, and staff delivered 19 presentations at 
the Texas Chapter of The Wildlife Society Annual Meeting in 
Dallas. Tina Buford led off the meeting with one of the keynote 
addresses centered on the relevance of private land stewardship 
and wildlife conservation. We also staffed an exhibitor’s booth 
throughout the meeting and reached approximately 650 
attendees with our land stewardship message.
February 12–16: 
We hosted our annual “Behind the Gates” event at the San 
Antonio Viejo Ranch. Over 5 days, we brought approximately 
1,310 students plus teachers to the “big ranch” for an action-
packed day of hands-on learning activities. Partners for this 
event included, Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas Wildlife Association, 
Witte Museum, and the Museum of South Texas History.
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the cattle industry, we have started tracking 9-month 
percent of average rainfall trends. 

Following on the heels of the extreme drought of 
2011-2012, the East Foundation ranches went on a 3½ 
year run of above average 9-month percent of average 
rainfall from 2014 until spring of 2017.  For many of our 
ranches this meant rainfall amounts 1.5 to 2 times higher 
than the 9-month percent of average. This run of good 
luck ended as significant portions of the ranches missed 

the late spring-early summer rains and were followed by 
a typical hot, dry south Texas summer. The fall of 2017 
brought no relief, only more hot and dry days, with most 
ranches receiving less than 25% of our expected rainfall. 
Hardest hit was the San Antonio Viejo ranch as it slipped 
into severe drought shortly after Thanksgiving.

Seeing how quickly rangeland conditions 
deteriorated reminds us that drought is not new to south 
Texas. It has shaped the land and the families who have 

lived and worked on it for generations. In fact, 
an “average” year for rainfall is anything but 
normal. Over the last 100 years, there have 
been at least ten significant droughts on top of 
dozens of other years of below average rainfall. 
A quick analysis of rainfall records for the San 
Antonio Viejo over the last 50 years yields 
some interesting insights:

• Annual rainfall ranged from a 
low of 8.6 inches to a high of 37.7 inches

• Average precipitation; or what 
can be coined “normal”, was 21.7 inches while 
the median, or midpoint of the frequency 
distribution was lower at 21.1 inches

• 60% of the time we are below our 
nine month percent of average rainfall
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• Two in ten years mimic the drought conditions 
seen now across the ranches 

This begs the question—why should we focus on 
managing for “normal” rainfall when; in fact, more often 

than not we are dealing with below normal conditions? 
“Normal” rainfall does not equal what we should expect 
or plan for. “Normal” rainfall is nothing more than 
average of the rainfall values over a 30-year period. 
Rainfall, as can be seen in the long-term record for the 
San Antonio Viejo, may very often be either well above 
or well below the seasonal average—in our case the trend 
is toward the “below normal” end. 

The take home message is simple. We, and other land 
stewards in south Texas, should never plan on a normal 
year. Our rainfall is characterized by extremes that are 
wildly unpredictable. Basing management decisions on 
the assumption that “below normal is normal” gives us 
more flexibility to respond to conditions on the ground. 
They key is making those decisions based on good 
information. Our long-term commitment to monitoring 
rangeland resources and the interplay of cattle and 
wildlife provide us the means to do this and share our 
lessons learned with other land stewards.

Rain; or the lack thereof, is constantly at the forefront 
of our thoughts. Recent rains on the San Antonio Viejo 
have lifted everyone’s spirits and restored hope. Yet, the 
rains have not caused us to lose focus on the certainty of 
droughts to come and home planning for that certainty 
now will lessen its impact in the future.

- Todd Snelgrove

Laguna Atasc os a National W ild li fe  Refuge

¯

Drought Intensity

None

Abnormally Dry

Moderate Drought

Severe Drought

Extreme Drought

U.S. Drought Monitor - S. Texas
November 30, 2017
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alumni  
ProFile

John Pistone
John Pistone is 

a native Texan who 
is an avid hunter 
and outdoorsmen. 
Growing up in this 
setting cultivated his 
interest in wildlife and 
particularly, birds. 
He attended Texas 
A&M University for 
his undergraduate 
degree in Wildlife and 
Fisheries Sciences. 
During that time, he 
was introduced to a 
different perspective 
of wildlife. John held 
an internship at the 
Texas Cooperative 
Wildlife Collection 
(now the Biodiversity 
Research and 
Teaching Collection) 
where he became 
interested in more 
deeply pursuing 
wildlife conservation 
and management. 
He was given the 
opportunity to pursue 
his graduate degree at 
Texas A&M with Dr. 
Gary Voelker.

John’s master’s 
research on the 
East Foundation 
stemmed from a larger 
terrestrial biodiversity 
assessment project.  

ranCh rePort

The last few months on the ranch have 
been dry times. Because of these conditions, 
we’ve had to make some tough decisions and 
reevaluate the current carrying capacity for 
our properties. We’ve cleaned up our cow 
herds and are focusing on keeping our most 
productive cattle and allowing our lands to 
recover from the last year of dry weather in 
the El Sauz, Pinto, Aqua Dulce, Chapote, 
Muralla, Santa Rosa, Buena Vista, and the 
Norte pastures.

Most of San Antonio Viejo was 
fortunate to capture some much-needed 
moisture the last week of April and the first 
week of May. For the next 60 days we will 
work on branding our spring calves and 
weaning our fall calves. There are a lot of 
cattle to work and with the little rain we’ve 
received, we can look forward to greener 
grass and less dusty pens. 

A few weeks ago, we were lucky to 
have a Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) 
seminar hosted on our ranch by a 
veterinary and medicine company that we 
purchase vaccines from. We had several 
representatives from Boehringer Ingelheim 
Vetmedica and MicroBeef show us how to 

effectively administer vaccines for livestock, 
how to properly handle vaccines, and 
sanitation of the working area around the 
chute. This seminar allowed us to review our 
current medicine protocols for processing 
cattle and to talk about new products that 
are available. Even though many of us have 
been around cattle our entire lives, it always 
helps to review how to properly handle 
medicines and to be aware of the modern 
technology available to us. 

What is Beef Quality Assurance and 
why is it important?

“Beef Quality Assurance is a nationally 
coordinated, state implemented program 
that provides systematic information to U.S. 
beef producers and beef consumers of how 
common sense husbandry techniques can be 
coupled with accepted scientific knowledge 
to raise cattle under optimum management 
and environmental conditions. BQA 
guidelines are designed to make certain 
all beef consumers can take pride in what 
they purchase – and can trust and have 
confidence in the entire beef industry.” - 
https://www.bqa.org/about/intro-to-bqa.

(Continued)alumni ProFile

He focused his efforts on collecting avian specimens 
to create a scientific collection for the Foundation. 
With availability to diverse bird species through the 
process of creating the collection, John investigated 
avian louse diversity. This research provides new 
information and expands the knowledge already 
provided in the literature. During the collection 
process, he also began investigated bird health by 
taking blood samples. He was able to demonstrate 
levels of health by highlighting the differences in 
bird blood based on environmental factors. Finally, 
with the sampled blood, he was able to look at avian 
malaria diversity with a continuing collaboration 
with Dr. Voelker. 

In his own words:
“My opportunity to work with the East 

Foundation was something special. The experiences 
and relationships I was able to obtain through that 
opportunity were priceless. The ability to have such 
a unique collection of ranches readily available 
to explore is something I will never forget. The 
people I met on the ranches or associated with the 
Foundation were a group of the friendliest and most 
selfless individuals I have met.”

“Through this opportunity, I was able to see the 
importance that private land stewardship has on 
the surrounding habitat and wildlife. I am forever 
grateful for my experience and hope many others 
have the chance to share my experience.”

Con’t. adjacent.
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Beef Quality Assurance is important to 
East Foundation because it drives what we 
produce and how we handle our livestock. 
It combines stewardship and sustainability 
to assure that our cattle are cared for in a 
way that is second to none. BQA helps us 
to determine our stocking rates on the 
ranches, how we handle and work cattle, and 
ultimately ties into our mission of supporting 
the public benefits of ranching and private 
land stewardship. If we have high regard for 
how we handle cattle and our pastures land, 
then our operation will continue to thrive. 

As we move forward, we should 
always look for ways to continue to grow 

and expand our minds. Whether we are 
taking continuing education courses, 
reading books, or attending seminars, 
education and educating those around us 
are the keys to success. With that in mind, 
the East Foundation would like to say 
congratulations to our Assistant Livestock 
Manager, Zane Herrin. Zane has been 
accepted into the Master of Science in 
Ranch Management Program at the King 
Ranch Institute for Ranch Management. We 
have no doubt that he will be a top student 
and represent the Foundation at the highest 
level. Congratulations Zane!

- Gilly Riojas

emPloyee 
ProFile

Maria Hernandez
Maria was born in 

Pharr, Texas, but grew 
up in Corpus Christi 
where most of her 
relatives still reside. 
While growing up, she 
spent most summers 
in the beautiful 
picturesque state of 
Michoacán, in Mexico. 
Summers could never 
come fast enough 
for her to explore all 
the beauty the many 
cities and towns had 
to offer. Maria has a 
great affinity for that 
area in Mexico and 
is grateful for the gift 
her parents shared 
with her, and her 
sister that provided 
so many wonderful 
language and cultural 
experiences.

Maria is the 
Program and Events 
Coordinator for the 
East Foundation. She 
offers administrative 
support to the 
Program department 
and works closely 
with Tyler Campbell, 
the Lead Research 
Scientist and four 
other team members. 
She coordinates social 
events, meetings,  

Con’t. adjacent.

emPloyee ProFile (Continued)

book signings, and informational booth expos for 
the Foundation. She handles the procurement of 
supplies necessary for the interns to perform their 
research at our various ranches and works with 
some of the best people in the organization. She 
enjoys the opportunity to contribute a small part to 
the many wonderful things the East Foundation is 
doing. 

Maria enjoys food, family and friends. She 
always looks forward to spending time with 
her lovable, yet spoiled dog named Chula and 
vacationing near the ocean, especially near 
Barcelona, the Bahamas and in Cancun, which she 
hopes to do more of.

Field oPerations rePort

Infrastructure Updates
 
Education Pavilion 

As mentioned in the previous 
newsletter, the purpose for the Education 
Pavilion is to enable us to provide 
educational outreach opportunities at our 
San Antonio Viejo Ranch. Construction of 
this facility began on March 5, 2018 and the 
scheduled completion date is May 31, 2018. 
Adjacent is a photo of the Pavilion as of May 
3, 2018.
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Past meetings & events

March 22–25: 
We staffed an exhibitor’s booth at the Cattle Raisers Convention 
and Expo in Fort Worth, which reached 4,700 attendees. At 
the convention, Gilly Riojas, East Foundation Ranches Ranch 
Manager, was selected as one of the five new Directors of the 
Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raiser’s Association.
March 26: 
We hosted students from the Roma High School Special 
Education Program on the San Antonio Viejo Ranch. Through 
hands-on field lessons, students learned about native Texas 
wildlife and their adaptations, pollinators, monarch migration, 
and they had an opportunity to interact with cattle. The students 

and teachers left with an appreciation for the public benefits that 
private lands provide.
April 5: 
Texas A&M University-Kingsville’s Dick and Mary Lewis 
Kleberg College of Agriculture, Natural Resources, and 
Human Sciences held their annual student awards banquet. 
Three East Foundation students were recognized as the most 
outstanding students within Wildlife and Rangelands Sciences. 
Undergraduate student award went to Ms. Taylor Shirley, 
who worked with ocelots on our El Sauz Ranch. Masters 
student award went to Ms. Victoria Haynes, who works on 
our prescribed fire project on El Sauz. Doctoral award went to 
Mr. Jason Lombardi, who works on our El Sauz Ranch ocelot 
conservation project. Congratulations to all award winners.

Fuel Station
The construction of the fuel station was completed 

on April 16, 2018. The fuel tank is divided into three 
separate compartments with each compartment capable 
of holding 2,500 gallons of fuel. This state of the art fuel 
station provides our employees with a safe fueling station 
that meets all federal and state standards and regulations. 

Water Systems
The FY18 water system projects for the San Antonio 

Viejo Ranch have been completed. These projects 
involved the construction of over 18.6 miles of water 
lines in an effort to create more reliable water sources 
and to improve better water distribution to eliminate 
dead areas. We are now in the process of testing and 
evaluating existing water wells on the El Sauz and Santa 
Rosa Ranches. Based on our findings, we will then 
formulate a long range plan to develop our water systems 
on these ranches.

Renovation of the Robert’s House
The renovation project of the East (Robert’s) house 

at our El Sauz Ranch has been completed. As a team 
building project, most of our employees volunteered to 
take part in the house renovation. Matt Robinson was 
the head contractor in charge of this project and Trey 
Dyer was his faithful assistant. See Matt’s security report 
for details. 

Fencing Projects 
We have a signed agreement in place for the Agua 

Dulce/Rodeo fence project located on the San Antonio 
Viejo Ranch. This 18,500 ft. cross fence project is 
scheduled to commence construction on May 15, 2018 
and be completed by June 15, 2018. This fence is designed 
to connect several water lots which in turn provides 
ranch personnel with more management options and 
easier cattle gatherings. 

Road Projects
We have a signed agreement in place for the 

construction of the Coloraditas road project. This road 
will be constructed using caliche which we have already 
dug and stockpiled for this project. The road will extend a 
total distance of approximately 5.9 miles beginning at the 
main caliche road east of the San Antonio Viejo Ranch 
headquarters, then north to the main caliche road near 
the Kenedy pens. This much needed road will provide 
our ranch and research personnel with quick and easy 
access to our Coloraditas Research and Demonstration 
Area. Below is a photo of the road ROW that has been 
cleared by Martin Lopez, our heavy equipment operator.
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Fencing 101
Fence building is an art that is acquired by working 

under a “master” fence crew foreman (el maestro). A 
real fence crew foreman takes pride in his work and 
requires the same from his crew. He is always on the look 
out to ensure that the work of the crew meets his high 
standards.

We are proud to say that we have such a master 
fence crew foreman that works for the Foundation. His 
name is Raymundo Lopes. Raymundo has been working 
for the East Ranch for the past 35 years and he began 
learning the fence building trade at the age of 16.

Below are photos depicting the precision work that 
was performed by guys like Raymundo that took pride 
in their work:

- Chris HuffPrecision wrap of the heavy gauge wire.

King Ranch wire tied (not stapled) to the post. The post was twice the size when the 
wire was originally tied to the post.

Old slick-wire strung through holes bored through fence posts. Can you imagine 
the work it took to bore and string this heavy gauge wire through these posts?

Staples used in the early 1900’s before the two prong staples existed.
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seCurity rePort
I am going to start this report by apologizing to 

my fellow employees, especially Trey Dyer and Sergio 
Vasquez. I opened my mouth again and volunteered for a 
project. Usually, when I volunteer, it means someone else 
volunteers also, but without their knowledge. It’s usually 
Jason Haynes. For example, the time I volunteered to 
take care of the bee problems at the ranch. I purchased a 
bee suit for him also.

This time, it was far more reaching. I volunteered 
to remodel an old camp house on the El Sauz division 
that we call “Robert’s House”. Here are a couple of before 
pictures. 

Willacy County Coastal Resource Center 

Past meetings & events

April 19–20: 
In partnership with the Willacy County Coastal Resource Center 
and Texas Wildlife Association, we brought high school students 
from Pharr, San Juan, Alamo, and San Perlita Independent 
School Districts to our El Sauz Ranch for a Field Day. Topics 
covered included, quail nest predation, cattle grazing, plant 
identification, ranching and land stewardship, watersheds, and 
marine organisms.
April 24: 
East Foundation Ranches personnel (i.e., our cowboys) received 
Texas Beef Quality Assurance (TBQA) training at the San 
Antonio Viejo Ranch. The TBQA focuses on food safety and 
provides information to beef producers and consumers on how 
common sense husbandry techniques can be coupled with 
accepted scientific knowledge to raise cattle under optimum 
management and environmental conditions. This was a 
tremendous opportunity to learn for all.
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uPComing 
events

May 15: 
Horses to Ride, Cattle 
to Cut: The San 
Antonio Viejo Ranch of 
Texas book signing at 
the Houston Country 
Club from 6:30–8:30 
PM.

June 5–7: 
Joint East Foundation 
Board of Directors 
and Professional 
Advisors meeting in 
Hebbronville, and the 
San Antonio Viejo and 
Buena Vista ranches.

July 12–15: 
Texas Wildlife 
Association’s Annual 
Convention at the JW 
Marriott San Antonio 
Hill Country Resort 
& Spa.

It took about three and a half months 
of smashed fingers and careful attention to 
prevent nail gun and saw accidents to get 
it done. During the process, almost all of 
the foundation employees “volunteered” to 
come help in one way or another.

Trey was right there with me most of the 
time and never cussed me to my face. We had 

several team “building” efforts that actually 
turned out to make the job more enjoyable. 
We all got to know each other a little better 
and found that there are no slackers on the 
East Foundation payroll. We listened to a lot 
of different music playlists off of different 
people’s phones. Some I really liked like 
Allie Biedenharn’s music and some…not so 
much. We learned that everybody doesn’t 
mind getting a little dirty or getting paint 
on them and that’s a good thing if you’re 
working near Neal. He puts a lot of paint on 
his brush. Sergio had other duties most of 
the time, but he always seemed to show up 
and help Trey and I when the jobs got hard.

When I was a game warden, I had 
a motto called “The Three F’s”…FIRM, 
FAIR AND FRIENDLY. I made up “The 
Four F’s” for this project…FRUSTRATED, 
FATIGUED, FULFILLED AND FINISHED.

I’m sorry for dragging everyone in 
when I volunteer, but thanks for backing 
up my volunteering. Here are a couple of 
pictures of the finished product:
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 Admittedly, I have not been performing my security 
duties as thoroughly as normal due to my carpentry 
activities. I still get out and patrol the ranches regularly 
trying to give my smashed thumb a rest. It is amazing 
the weird animals that show up on the properties. 
For example, black buck and nilgai at Ranchito in 
Hebbronville and an aoudad on the San Antonio Viejo. 
A Kudu was spotted on a researcher camera at El Sauz. 
Another oddity seen on El Sauz is a Red Lechwe, which 
is an internationally threatened species. We’ve seen two 
females and a male. One day, I took a break with Tyler 
Campbell and Landon Schofield. Landon was new to the 
ranch so we were showing him around by HWY 186 in 
the creek area and I smelled something dead. I went to 
investigate and found the male Red Lechwe rotting in 
the creek with its head removed. The game wardens in 
the area and I have started an investigation. We have a 
suspect, but no evidence. I hope that we will eventually 
be able to show this person the long arm of the law.

As always, there is smuggling activity on many of 
the East Foundation properties. Usually, in order for a 
fence to be damaged by a bailout, that fence has to be 
on a public roadway. It seems that we tend to experience 
the exceptions to established rules. For example: Border 
Patrol called around midnight one night and advised me 
of a bailout near Guerra and that we had fence damage. 
I assumed they were mistaken because we have no fence 
near the road in that area. Turns out, I was wrong. The 
smuggler had crashed through the fence on FM 649 and 
continued through our neighbor’s ranch until coming to 
a stop in our fence. They damaged about 100 yards of 
it. Jason Haynes was able to respond and assist Border 
Patrol in removal of the smugglers vehicle and repair of 
the fence enough to keep our cows in and the neighbor’s 
out. This was a relief to the neighbors because, due to the 
size of our pasture, it might be a long time before their 
cows could have been recovered.

On another note about smuggling, I would like to 
bring to the attention of everyone a tactic the smugglers 
are using. They are “cloning” vehicles to look like vehicles 
used by businesses in the area. Everyone needs to be 
very observant of the vehicles on the properties. Here 
is a picture of a vehicle that looks like a normal oilfield 
welding truck but is obviously used for another purpose.
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This truck was caught near the San Antonio Viejo 
and was attempting to cut through one of the large 
ranches in the area to stay off the highways where they 
are less likely to be detected. If you see a vehicle on the 

East Foundation properties that is not a ranch vehicle, let 
me know about it so I can check it out. It may be ok but 
let me make sure.

Lastly, I would like to share a picture. This is Carmen 
Rocha who works and lives on Santa Rosa.

  Cesar Salinas and I work together every once in a 
while when he is trapping cows. I put up a camera near a 
gate and when a hard to catch cow goes through the gate 
the camera sends a picture. I immediately inform Cesar 
who in this case informed Carmen who as you can see 
is a fast runner. He was able to close the gate and get the 
cow caught. We talk about and promote teamwork on 
the East Foundation and sometimes it works.

  - Matt Robinson


