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From the Ceo
Facing the Future

What are the different challenges 
facing ranchers, wildlife managers, and 
livestock producers?  In areas like South 
Texas, most ranchers end up being both 
livestock producers and wildlife managers 
– so the challenges can be the same for all.  
Ask a group of these ranchers about their 
challenges and you end up with a big list – 
volatile cattle prices, vanishing ranch labor, 
increasing production costs, tanglehead 
invasions, Trichomoniasis, and border 
security.  If you stay tuned through the 
conversation, you get a silent stare and then 
an admission of what many South Texas 
ranchers fear the most – it is drought, and 
fever ticks.   Drought and fever ticks are 
ancient adversaries – drought and fever ticks 
impact all the other challenges; and they do 
not easily respond to legislation, education, 
or economic stimulus packages. 

Off-and-on, drought and fever ticks 
have led this list for over a century.  In 1917, 
when T.T. East and Alice Kleberg East were 
settling in to the San Antonio Viejo Ranch, 
it was the combined effects of drought and 
cattle fever ticks that had thrown the region’s 
cattlemen onto hard times.  Ironically, it was 
a War (World War I), that galvanized area 
cattlemen.  The U.S. Army ran on beef, and 
the Army’s demand for beef buoyed the 
region’s cattle industry.   

Consider a report from Benedict 
Crowell, Assistant Secretary of War and 
“Director of Munitions.”  Brig. Gen. Crowell 
served during 1917-1919 at the height of 
World War I.  While accounting for the 
munitions needed for fighting the War, 
Crowell noted that the Army made an 
annual allowance of 456 pounds of beef for 
each U.S. soldier.  It wasn’t that each soldier 
actually ate all that beef, but that beef was 
the Army’s meat standard.   Other meats, 
such as bacon, had a conversion formula for 
accumulating the beef allowance.  

It was apparent from Crowell’s report 
that beef was the gold standard for the 
protein that won the War.  And much of that 
beef was from Texas.  And this was at a time 
when most of Texas was in the century’s 
harshest drought.  And this was at a time 
when most Texas ranchers were fighting fever 
tick infestations.  Ranchers throughout the 
state, and much of the South, were running 
cattle through dipping vats prior to shipping 
their cattle, many of which were ultimately 
feeding U.S. soldiers on the front lines in 
Germany.  Winning the war is what made 
it worth it for those Texas ranchers to fight 
their own war on fever ticks during drought.  
Beef from Texas’ ranchlands was important 
for feeding the war effort.  Throughout our 
history we can find similar examples where 
ranching made a difference for our nation’s 
prosperity and quality of life. 
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ProjeCt ProFile

Coyotes and Cattle
How large an area do coyotes use?  When and how 

fast do they move?  Where do they travel to and from?  
Are there movement pattern differences between males 
and females?  Does cattle management (for example, 
tightly defined calving seasons) influence any of the 
above?  Are coyotes a threat to cattle production in 
South Texas?  If so, are there cost-effective solutions 
available to reduce the threats?  These are just a few of the 
questions that the East Foundation is addressing with its 
most recent research project…“Coyotes and Cattle”…
because ranching and wildlife go together.

This project is new and began in December 2016.  
We used a helicopter to net-gun 10 coyotes (6 males and 
4 females) on the San Antonio Viejo Ranch in less than 4 
hours.  At capture, we:

• Determined age, weight, sex, and body condition
• Placed a remote download satellite GPS collar on 

each animal
• Collected body measurements and released the 

animal at the site of capture
Though quite preliminary, several important 

observations have been made:
• Coyotes maintain relatively large mean home 

ranges (males = 4,569 acres and females = 8,523 
acres), with a maximum home range of 16,816 
acres (female)

• On the flip side, some coyotes remained sedentary 
(minimum home range = 808 acres), often being 
located near cattle handling and carcass disposal 
sites

• Even in an “unharvested” population, coyote 
turnover may be high, as one coyote (10%) was 
shot on an adjacent property within one month of 
capture

One hundred years later, in 2017, the U.S. population 
has tripled – adding over 220 million people.  Urban 
growth has tipped the scales so that only a fraction of our 

population lives close to the land.  The question looms:  
Given the challenges, does ranching have a future? 

We say it does.  And it is as important as its past.  
- Neal Wilkins

© Wyman Meinzer

Individual locations (brown circles) of a female coyote from December 
2016–January 2017 on the 150,000 acre San Antonio Viejo Ranch 

(outlined in yellow) in Jim Hogg and Starr counties.
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The East Foundation is committed to finding 
solutions for both wildlife conservation and livestock 
production.  Our coyote and cattle project is a thriving 
example of this.

Partner: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
at Texas A&M University

-Tyler Campbell

ranCher resourCes

Ultrasound for Pregnancy 
Detection in Cattle — The Next 
Wave of Technology on the 
Ranches

Over the last several years we have placed significant 
emphasis on improving overall performance of our cattle 
herd.  This has included culling older cattle, selecting and 
developing high quality replacement heifers, improving 
our bull battery through the purchase of Santa Gertrudis 
and Beefmaster bulls, and moving toward two 90-day 
calving seasons (fall and spring).  An important part of 
this effort has focused on determining pregnancy and 
fetal age in our cattle.  Detecting pregnancy allows us to 
make informed culling decisions and focus our efforts 
on reliable breeders. Determining fetal age allows us 
to predict expected calving dates, weaning dates, and 
informs the development of our marketing plan.  

Starting in the spring of 2015, we started a pregnancy 
detection and fetal age program using traditional rectal 
palpation.  For years this has been considered the most 
cost effective and efficient way of determining pregnancy 
in cattle as experienced vet tech can palpate several 
hundred cows in a day with an accuracy approaching 
90%.  Until recently, alternatives to rectal palpation were 
assumed to not really be viable for large commercial cow-
calf operations because the equipment was expensive 
and not rugged enough to withstand continuous use in 
extreme conditions.  Those assumptions have changed.

In December of 2016, East Foundation Ranches 
LLC purchased a portable fetal ultrasound unit.  Fetal 
ultrasound is a test done during pregnancy that uses 
reflected sound waves. The reflected sound waves 
produce a picture of the fetal calf, the organ that supports 
the fetus (placenta), and the liquid that surrounds the 
fetus (amniotic fluid). The picture is displayed on a black 
and white ruggedized LCD display for interpretation 

by the person performing the ultrasound.  Dr. Andrew 
Bronson, DVM with ReproScan came to the San 
Antonio Viejo Ranch from the high plains of Canada 
to demonstrate the use of the ultrasound unit.  He also 
provided onsite training on how to diagnose pregnancy 
with the ultrasounds and what to look for to determine 
fetal age. He also provided access to thousands of 
sonogram images and video as reference.  

After spending the afternoon in the “classroom” 
going over the technology we spent the next day and 
a half practicing techniques on cows at Casa Rojo and 
Coloraditas.  With a little practice and pointers on 
technique from Dr. Bronson the ultrasound proved to be 
as fast as rectal palpation.
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alumni  
ProFile

Alumni Name
John Leonard’s 

PhD work with the 
East Foundation 
began in 2013 where 
his research focused 
on a population of 
ocelots on the El Sauz 
Ranch.  Leonard’s 
dissertation consisted 
of two main parts: 
1) fine-scale habitat 
partitioning between 
sympatric ocelots 
and bobcats, and 
2) assessing levels 
of genetic variation 
within historical 
and current ocelot 
populations.

John successfully 
defended his 
dissertation in 
November 2016 
and graduated 
in December 
2016, earning the 
Distinguished 
Graduate Student 
Award from Texas 
A&M University-
Kingsville. John now 
lives in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico where 
he works as a GIS 
Coordinator for 
Natural Heritage 
New Mexico. John 
is originally from 
Phoenix, Arizona and 

Con’t. on Page 5.

Starting this spring we plan on using 
ultrasound for pregnancy detection on 
all cows in the herd.  This technology 
drastically cuts our existing costs and the 
equipment cost will be recouped in the first 
year alone.  On top of that, with accuracy 
rates approaching 99% we will be able to 
further refine our culling decisions and 
continue to increase performance.  As with 
all technology we test, it has to make us more 
efficient and not slow down operations in 
the field.  If it does not meet that simple test 

we look for an alternative.  Early indications 
are that ultrasound will pass that test.

Looking over the horizon, we plan 
on integrating ultrasound technology into 
our ongoing data collection efforts.  As 
we gather more data, pregnancy detection 
will also allow us to tailor our nutrition 
program to better meet the high nutritional 
demands of gestation, calving, lactation and 
breed back further increasing overall herd 
performance.

- Todd Snelgrove

land rePort
When items of historic significance 

are mentioned in reference to the East 
Foundation’s San Antonio Viejo Ranch, one 
usually envisions sillar-walled haciendas, 
currency from communities long vanished, 
or hand dug wells used by previous settlers.  
However, the early twentieth century has 
also provided us with some historical relics, 
while less romantic, equally as significant.

Humble Oil and Refining Company 
(now known worldwide as Exxon Mobil) 
took its first lease on the historic King 
Ranch in 1919.  After 7 years of unsuccessful 
exploration, Humble allowed its lease to 
expire in 1923.   However, the company’s 
foremost geologist, Wallace E. Pratt, was 
convinced that there must be productive 
areas of the enormous ranch, he just wasn’t 
sure where.  After much persistence, Pratt 
received approval to lease the King Ranch 
again; this time on September 26th, 1933.  
If you have read the book Horses to Ride, 
Cattle to Cut: The San Antonio Viejo Ranch 
of Texas (which I hope all of you have), you 
are aware that that Tom and Alice East had 
conveyed their lands to Alice’s grandmother, 
Henrietta King in 1922.  This conveyance 
turned out to be of great significance to the 
future of both Exxon and the King Ranch, 
as they are known today.

Located just South of the San Antonio 
Viejo’s main entrance, remains what is left 
of the once prolific Colorado Oil Field.  
In 1939, six years after Wallace Pratt 
convinced Humble to buy the lease from 
the King Ranch, history would be made 
and forever changed.  The Humble King 
Ranch Number One Colorado was drilled 
to 3,041’ and produced 436 barrels of oil per 
day.  The Colorado field went on to produce 
approximately 22 million barrels of oil over 
its lifetime.  The success of this well (and 
195 others the company drilled) prompted 
Humble (and later Exxon) to continue to 
explore more areas of its 1933 lease.  Today, 
over 3,500 wells have been drilled on King 
Ranch lands; most of them producers.

A landman for Exxon Mobil, 
provided me with an internal publication 
summarizing the history of Exxon and 
the King Ranch.  In it was a picture of the 
KR-1 well from 1978, long after it had 
quit producing. Recently, East Foundation 
Security Manager, Matt Robinson, and I 
went in search of the location of the historic 
well.  There, among the overgrown mesquite 
and cactus, we found the concrete pad used 
to support the pumping unit.  As you can 
see from the pictures (next page), it was 
largely unchanged from 1978, missing only 
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the well sign.  While the fate of the KR-1 sign is unclear, it 
is probable that it went on to be repurposed by the ranch 
hands at the San Antonio Viejo, as the picture of the pens 
at Aqua Dulce suggests.

Had the San Antonio Viejo ranch not been owned 
by the King Ranch in 1933, and therefore not included 
in the Humble lease, who knows what the history books 
would look like today.

- Trey Dyer

ranCh rePort

As I write this article it seems that summer is already 
on the way. The warm winter has us waiting on green 
grass and spring showers and with the new year comes 
new cattle workings and new projects. The East Ranches 
have worked through several herds at Buena Vista, 
Corral, and Chapote and we will continue our work 
until early July. As we’ve begun to change our cow herd 
to a more intensive breeding season, workings are more 
systematic and easier to manage. We will be making our 
rounds to each ranch over the next four months. 

In early January, the East Ranches staff, Fritz, 
Gilly, and Zane travelled to the Texas and Oklahoma 
panhandles to visit with different cattle feeding 

companies and the main procurer of our cull animals, 
Caviness Packing. 

These meetings allowed us to personalize what 
we do at East Foundation, show our commitment to 
improving the cattle quality, and to have face to face 
conversations with our feeder cattle buyers. We met 
with these cattle feeding companies because they are the 
main buyers of the cattle that we sell. The cattle business 
is built on trust and honesty and for the East Ranches 
to expand our marketing base we must have a quality 
product and a reputation as an outfit that others want to 
do business with. 

We visited with seven different cattle feeding 
operations that control the majority of the cattle feeding 

(Continued)alumni ProFile

earned his Bachelor’s degree from the University of Dallas and his 
Master’s degree from Texas A&M University.

In his own words:

“The East Foundation is committed to private lands stewardship 
and quality scientific research. In addition to managing its lands for 
wildlife, the East Foundation is helping to form the next generation 
of wildlife professionals by working directly with graduate students.”

“There are only two populations of ocelots remaining in the 
U.S.: one on a federally-managed wildlife refuge and the other 
entirely on private lands. Without organizations dedicated to 
private lands wildlife management, such as the East Foundation, 
ocelot conservation in the United States would be in dire straits. The 
East Foundation is one of the most dedicated supporters of ocelot 
conservation and research in Texas.”

“I will always be grateful for their support and for the unique 
opportunity of studying ocelots in South Texas.”
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in Texas and Oklahoma and opened up 
several different marketing opportunities. 

We will retain ownership on a 
percentage of the cattle and the feed yard 
will own the other percentage. This alleviates 
some of the risk for the feed yard since we 
effectively have “skin in the game.” The feed 
yard performance of the animal will track 
how much they eat, how healthy they are, and 
how they grade at harvest. Our expectation 
is that our cattle will perform well and 
increase our reputation in the marketplace. 

Through this process we will begin to open 
up more marketing opportunities, learn 
more about the performance of our cattle, 
and keep building and improving our cow 
herd through better genetics. 

Hopefully this winter, spring, summer, 
or whatever this Texas season is right now 
will give way to some moisture soon and 
summer grasses will begin to grow. The last 
few years have been good to us and hopefully 
we can continue to get enough rain. 

- Gilly Riojas

emPloyee 
ProFile

Gilly Riojas
Gilly is a native 

Texan, born in Bryan 
and raised in Austin. 
He has been involved 
with farming and 
ranching for his entire 
life. Gilly graduated 
with a Bachelor 
of Agriculture 
Economics from Texas 
A&M University in 
2000, and from the 
Ranch Management 
Program at Texas 
Christian University 
in 2002. Before joining 
the Foundation in 
2013, Gilly was a Unit 
Manager for the Santa 
Gertrudis Division of 
the King Ranch and 
the General Manager 
for GilMac Cattle 
Company in Central 
Texas.

As the Ranch 
Manager for the East 
Foundation Ranches, 
Gilly manages cattle 
inventory, livestock 
marketing, budget 
development, and 
day to day livestock 
management for all 
of the Foundation’s 
ranches. Working 
on the East Ranches, 
Gilly is focused on 
raising and taking 

Con’t. adjacent.

(Continued)

good care of cattle. He has always admired the old 
Stockman mentality of being a good cowman and 
taking care of the land and the cattle and looks 
forward to improving our cattle herd every year. 

Gilly hopes that over time the East Ranches 
continue to be known as an outstanding cattle 
operation that cares for both our cattle and our land. 
He feels blessed to be able to take care of the amazing 
asset that the East Family left behind. He is proud 

to be a part of shaping the history of their lands 
with great guys - Timo, Miguel, Nacho, Cesar, and 
Reymundo who embody the toughness and culture 
of the East brand. 

Gilly lives on the San Antonio Viejo Ranch with 
his wife Andrea and their daughter Rylynn. He and 
his family like to take weekend trips to the coast and 
explore the vast acreage on the ranch. He enjoys 
nature and being outdoors.

emPloyee ProFile

Field oPerations rePort
Well, here we are in February with 90 

degree weather and some shrubs and trees 
are already beginning to bud out.  This is 
nothing new for South Texas residents, but 
as Robert and Lica East used to say, “We 
sure do need some rain, don’t we?”  

As I mentioned in our last newsletter, 
Field Operation’s primary focus this year is 
in the improvement and development of the 
Foundation’s water systems.  To achieve this 
goal, we have created a Water Systems Team 
consisting of a group of managers from 
various departments within the Foundation.  
We are presently concentrating our efforts 
on three major areas on the San Antonio 
Viejo Ranch that we have identified as 
unreliable water source areas. With the help 

of a professional consultant, we are now in 
the process of gathering information on each 
individual well to determine the viability 
of the well.  Each well within a problem 
area is jetted to determine its production, 
then scoped to determine the condition of 
the well casing.  We are also recording the 
depth of each well and its static water level.  
We have also gathered the water storage 
capacities of the troughs and pilas that 
are within the problem areas.  With this 
information available to us, we (with the 
help of our consultant) can project options 
for the development of these problem areas.  
Our goal is to improve water reliability and 
distribution which will in turn increase 
livestock and wildlife productivity.
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We also have a group of managers that make up 
our Vegetation Management Team (VMT).  The VMT 
is responsible for establishing guidelines for mechanical 
and chemical management practices in an effort to 
minimize vegetation disturbances and to accomplish 
specific objectives.  The VMT has identified several 
pastures on the Foundation’s Santa Rosa Ranch totaling 
5400 acres that will be managed by herbicide treatments.  
The VMT is in the final stages of the bid process for this 
herbicide application.

Martin Lopez, our heavy equipment operator, is still 
clearing brush along the roads, fence lines and water lots 
at the Buena Vista Ranch.  This brush clearing project 
has been a huge undertaking as the Buena Vista Ranch 

is remotely located approximately 20 miles west of the 
San Antonio Viejo Ranch headquarters.  This 15,104 
acre ranch has been neglected through the years and 
probably hasn’t had the fence lines and roads cleared in 
over 20 years.  Robert East would be very happy with the 
way the ranch looks now until he found out how much 
the front end loader cost.  

We have hosted numerous events in our new 
Hebbronville Office and we continue to receive wonderful 
comments regarding the authenticity of the design of 
the building and the East memorabilia being displayed 
throughout the building. The building can now be 
identified from the front of the building along Galbraith 
Street with the addition of a new East Foundation sign.  
The landscaping around the building took a hit from 
the cold spell we received last month, but most of the 
plants are already trying to bud out.  We did have some 
plants that did not survive their originally planting.  The 
landscape contractor will be replacing those plants in 
the near future so we should be attracting butterflies and 
hummingbirds in the spring.

- Chris Huff

Past meetings & events

December 9 and 16: 
Three East Foundation students graduated.  Aleyda Galán 
and John Pistone received M.S. degrees from Texas A&M 
University and John Leonard received his PhD from Texas A&M 
University-Kingsville.

December 1–2: 
The East Foundation hosted a high school Ecology class from 
San Antonio for an overnight field trip.  Topics covered included, 

technology in ranching, habitat management, cattle operations, 
bobwhite anatomy, and many more.  

January 29–February 2: 
East Foundation personnel participated in the Annual Society 
for Range Management (SRM) Meeting is St. George, Utah.  
The SRM is the professional scientific society and conservation 
organization whose members are concerned with studying, 
conserving, managing and sustaining the varied resources of the 
rangelands.
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seCurity rePort
A lot has happened since the last report, so I am 

condensing some of this report from book form to 
highlights.

• I passed the FAA remote pilots test and received 
my remote pilot’s license to fly the drone legally 
again.

• I gave a talk on drone use at an event for Starr 
county ranchers put on by NRCS.

• Chris Huff and I completed the required yearly 
law enforcement firearms qualification.  Chris and 
I are getting so old the Instructor/Qualifier Game 
Warden Carlos Maldonado let us kneel for some 
of it . It’s a wonder we can still see the target.  We 
passed!

Teamwork is becoming a dominant theme on the 
East Foundation.  Here are some examples from the last 
few months. 

Game Wardens Carlos Maldonado and Daniel 
Castaneda were patrolling Buena Vista and jumped 10 
UDAs.  They contacted Border Patrol and worked as a 
team to capture 7 of the 10.  

I received this picture on the canal several miles 
inside East Foundation El Sauz.  

I contacted all the Willacy county Game Wardens 
who responded, but were unable to locate the subjects. 
They set up surveillance at the FM 186 bridge where the 
subjects’ vehicle was parked.  I contacted Border Patrol to 
see if they had a helicopter in the area to assist in locating 
these subjects.  They did not, but sent agents to assist.  
The subjects came back to their vehicle at approximately 
11:00 pm where they met a “team”.  No game or fish 
violations were found, but two of the subjects were UDAs 
and arrested by the Border Patrol agents.

Recently, an eighteen-wheeler showed up at the 
SAV with a load of books (Horses to Ride, Cattle to Cut).  
The books could be unloaded from the truck on their 
pallets by tractor but had to be moved into the building 
by hand.

The truck arrived after hours at 6:00 pm making 
help scarce.  Jason, Sergio and I started unloading but 
soon Gilly and a crew of cowhands were there to help. 
Good teamwork got the job done.
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uPComing 
events

February 15–17: 
East Foundation 
personnel will attend 
the Annual NAPE 
Summit in Houston.

February 16–18: 
The East Foundation 
will participate in 
the Texas Chapter of 
the Wildlife Society 
Annual Meeting in 
San Antonio.

February 21–24: 
Personnel from the 
East Foundation will 
attend the American 
Camp Association® 
National Conference 
in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.

February 28–
March 3: 
The East Foundation 
will host a Behind the 
Gates weeklong event 
at the San Antonio 
Viejo Ranch for local 
Independent School 
Districts.

March 8–9: 
East Foundation 
Professional Advisors 
quarterly meeting will 
be held at the El Sauz 
Ranch.

March 28–29: 
East Foundation 
Board of Directors 
quarterly meeting will 
be held at the El Sauz 
Ranch.

March 31–April 2: 
The East Foundation 
will participate in 
the Cattle Raisers 
Convention in San 
Antonio.

Jason decided to participate in an 
exercise in teamwork. He worked it out to 
see if the team could bring him some fuel.

I couldn’t be outdone so I dreamed 
up an exercise in teamwork also.  While 
assisting with the annual deer capture at 
East Foundation El Sauz, Zack Johnson got 
the Polaris Ranger he was driving stuck.  I 
went to assist. 

I took this picture of Tyler Campbell 
hoping I could blame it on him somehow, 
but it was me that got stuck.  Thinking 
quickly, I realized this could be an exercise 
in teamwork.  The rest of the team from 
Charles Short Helicopter service arrived.

Due to good teamwork, we were soon 
capturing deer again.

We would like to welcome Daniel 
Castaneda who is a new Game Warden to 
our area.  He will be stationed in Jim Hogg 
county.  He is fresh out of the academy and 
excited to catch the outlaws.

Here he is showing what it takes to 
get to the outlaws.  Must be a Jim “Hogg” 

thing.  I think I even heard him grunt a 
little.   Carlos came up soon after and asked 
him why he didn’t use the gate.  Welcome to 
the family Daniel!  

Game Warden Jason McFall, my “old” 
partner in Riviera received some deserved 
recognition.  Even though he has become 
the elderly Game Warden since I retired, 
he received the Game Warden Association 
Game Warden of the Year honor.  
Congratulations Jason!

Other Events
We have had three break-ins in the last 

few months at SAV headquarters area.  The 
first one was solved by Fritz Linney and the 
cowboys.  They arrived to the new horse 
barn and found that the loft of the barn had 
been broken into.  Turns out the thieves 
were still there!  The loft is where the feed is 
stored and the thieves were making pigs of 
themselves.  I guess it’s only natural because 
they WERE pigs, seven of them. 
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 Well, Fritz and the guys pulled out their ropes and 
administered punishment.  

The second break-in has gone unsolved.  The El 
Sauz room of the lodge, which Neal Wilkins usually stays 
in, was broken into and decorated in a mariachi theme.   

Since, it’s Neal’s room we are obviously doing our 
best to find this outlaw.

The third break-in also occurred at the lodge.  Our 
guests had left for the morning and did not lock the door 
to their room.  When they returned for lunch they noticed 
the door to their room was open.  When they entered the 
room they didn’t initially find anything out of place or 
taken but noticed a faint smell of body odor.  They then 
noticed their laptop was on and open to a PayPal page.  
Although a little creepy, nothing had been taken and no 
personal accounts have been compromised.  Our guests 
were not sure of what had happened initially, and did not 
contact me until much later.  We believe a UDA found 
the door unlocked with no one around.  He entered the 
room and for whatever reason got on the computer.  Our 
guests returned scaring the UDA away before anything 
could be taken.  This makes me think I need to bring up 
a couple of points. 

Although our facilities are in a very remote area, we 
should always lock the doors to the rooms.

1. Always take the keys to your vehicle with you 
and lock the doors.

2. Always keep your cell phone with you and 
charged.

3. Always call security immediately if you 
have a suspicious occurrence no matter how 
insignificant.  We may have more information 
that pieces together with your information to 
make it significant. 

I try to bring humor into my job as Security 
Manager, but never believe I don’t take it seriously.  I will 
fully investigate every incident and do my best to find 
out what happened and catch the transgressor. 

On the morning of Christmas Eve, I received a 
picture from one of our security cameras set on the 
South end of San Antonio Viejo.  The picture was of 
a man dressed in camouflage with a back pack and 
carrying a rifle.  Unfortunately, he was on his way out 
of the ranch and only about 200 yards from exiting the 
ranch.  I happened to be only about 30 minutes away and 
headed that way.  I called Wardens Carlos Maldonado 
and Daniel Castaneda who quickly responded.  Carlos 
called Starr county wardens Brad Whitworth and Aiden 
Dietz to come in from the south.  I arrived to the area 
first and soon found the tracks left by the poacher.  While 
tracking, I noticed a white Chevy pickup with a feeder 
on the back in the neighboring property.  Carlos and 
Daniel soon arrived and started tracking the poacher in 
the neighboring property.  Carlos was able to follow the 
tracks to a point where the poacher entered the white 
truck.   He was able to reconfirm the poacher was in the 
truck by tracking the truck tracks to a gate where the 
passenger got out to open the gate.  The tracks matched 
the tracks of the poacher.  By now, Brad and Aiden had 
arrived at the entrance gate of the neighboring property, 
but were unable to open the lock on the gate.  The deer 
camp was visible from the gate and they could see two 
subjects at the camp.  The subjects were making obscene 
gestures toward the wardens.   The wardens walked into 
the camp and only found the two unhelpful ranch hands 
and no hunters.  The white truck was not found. Daniel 
and Carlos continued tracking the truck to the camp 
and met up with the other two wardens.  The truck had 
left the ranch either before Brad and Aiden arrived or 
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through another exit. While the wardens were tracking, 
I backtracked in the ranch to see if I could find any sign 
of a deer being killed or any other evidence.  I found that 
the poacher had traveled approximately ½ mile into the 
ranch and scattered corn along the way.  I found no sign 
of a deer being killed.  We were concerned that a deer 
had been killed because antlers can be seen protruding 
from the poacher’s backpack in the picture.   We 
concluded they were rattling horns.  The neighboring 
landowner showed up and cooperated with the wardens.  
After much talk with the landowner, the landowner 
calling the leaser, the wardens speaking with the leaser 
and passenger and some more tracking, the pieces 
started falling together.  The trespasser to this point has 
not confessed, but evidence and statements have been 
compiled and charges filed.  This investigation started at 
9:00 am and finished up at 5:00 pm with more interviews 
to follow all on Christmas Eve.  Many thanks again to the 
wardens for being so dedicated to their job.

The same security camera from the above case took 
pictures on two different occasions of a man smuggling 
peyote out of the ranch.

Again, unfortunately he is only 200 yards from 
leaving the ranch in these pictures.  Both pictures were 
taken on Wednesdays.  We laid up to catch him on the 
next several Wednesdays but I guess he didn’t get the 
invitation because he hasn’t shown up.  The good guys 
don’t always win but we haven’t given up yet.  Maybe I’ll 
have a good peyote story next issue. 

On January 26th Game Warden Steven Cantu 
noticed that a boat had launched into the creek/canal 
that runs into East Foundation El Sauz.  He laid up on the 
vehicle for 4 hours waiting for them to came back to see 
if they had committed any violations. At approximately 
2:00 am, he could hear and see them motoring toward 

him up the creek.  He had observed that there was a cow 
nilgai in the area along the creek for most of the night.  
Sure enough, the boaters saw the nilgai with the aid of a 
headlamp and shot three times at it with a .22 pistol.  This 
all happened within 100 yards of Steven’s hiding spot.  It 
seems that they missed the nilgai. Steven allowed them 
to approach closely before he attempted apprehension.  
There were three subjects in the boat, one with a gun, 
so Steven had to be careful.  Steven shined his flashlight 
on them, identified himself and gave directions, which 
it sounds like were mostly followed except the shooter 
threw the gun into the creek.  Steven was able to arrest 
the shooter who was a felon and all three will be filed on 
for various violations.  Jason Haynes and I went to help 
find the gun the next day with a whole team of Game 
Wardens but as of now have been unable to locate it.

A Story of an Illegal Immigrant
Game Warden Royce Ilse and I were patrolling the 

Santa Rosa just north of the Live Oak pasture.  We were 
driving down a caliche road with the truck windows 
down and heard a loud whistle.  Looking toward the 
sound we observed one UDA waving at us.  He was on 
his knees about 100 yards away down a pipeline sendero.  
As we cautiously approached, he laid over on his side.  
Royce circled the area to see if more were around.  I 
called Border Patrol and stayed with the UDA.  The UDA 
was not in good shape.  He was severely dehydrated, 
hungry and couldn’t walk.  Royce and I have very 
limited Spanish and this UDA had no English, but we 
all attempted to communicate.  Here is the story we were 
able to piece together.  The UDA was from Guatemala, 
he had a passport with him.  He has a family of a wife and 
three children.  He had been working as a mechanic and 
truck driver at a port in Guatemala for the past 20 years.  
Times are very hard in Guatemala.  He would work 12 
hours a day, 7 days a week for 300 Quetzals a month.  
This is equivalent to approximately $40 per month.  He 
has an uncle in San Antonio who told him of a better life.  
On Nov 25th he left his family to start his journey to the 
U.S.  We found him at around 10:00 am on Dec 23rd.  
He said he was able to travel from Guatemala to the U.S. 
border mostly by bus.  Somewhere along the line, he met 
3 other immigrants, one from El Salvador and 2 from 
Guatemala.  He said they crossed the Rio Grande and 
were hidden in a stash house (my words) until a coyote 
(smuggler) drove them by truck to some point north of 
the border but south of the check points.  We think they 



East Foundation Page 12 February 2017

San Antonio
200 Concord Plaza Drive, Suite 410

San Antonio, Texas 78216
(210) 447-0126

www.eastfoundation.net

San Antonio Viejo Ranch
474 East Ranch Road

Hebbronville, Texas 78361

Hebbronville
310 East Galbraith Street

Hebbronville, Texas 78361

horses to ride, Cattle to Cut

The San Antonio Viejo Ranch of Texas

Copies of Horses to Ride, Cattle to Cut: The Story of the 
San Antonio Viejo Ranch of Texas are now available 
for purchase on our website. See our homepage or go 
directly to www.eastfoundation.squarespace.com.

were dropped off on Highway 281 somewhere.  They 
were told to head North around the check point on their 
own with no guide.  He said he didn’t pay the smuggler 
any money but would be expected to pay after getting 
a job in the U.S.  He didn’t say an amount but others I 
have spoken with indicated as much as $10,000.  If it 
is not paid on time, they add an interest penalty.  After 
being dropped off, he and the 3 companions traveled 
through the sandy South Texas brush country.  He said 
they encountered a hunter who pointed his gun at them 
and told them to go away.  After walking some distance, 
his knees got weak and would not support him anymore.   
The three companions, who were really not friends, left 
him to survive on his own, basically leaving him to die.  
When we were lucky enough to have come by him, he 
had been without food for five days.  He had no water 
other than “agua de animales”, water trough water for 
five days and had been crawling on his hands and knees 
for 3 days.  We gave him some water and cheese crackers 
while waiting for Border Patrol to pick him up.  He hadn’t 
eaten in so long it was hard for him to eat the crackers.  

He drank 4 bottles of water, which we doled slowly out to 
him so he wouldn’t get sick.  He said the water was “muy 
delicioso”.  Even in his desperate state, he was careful to 
leave no trash on the ground and put the cracker package 
in his pocket.  

We were just glad we could get him help before it 
was too late. 

 - Matt Robinson


