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Fewer than 80 recorded 
ocelots live in the United 
States and most of these 
live on private ranches in 
South Texas. Together with 
our research partners, East 
Foundation collects data 
on ocelot population size, 
survival and mortality, 
movements and activity, 
prey abundance and food 
habits, habitat use, and 
competition with other 
carnivores to help solidify 
recovery strategies.
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Selected Presentations
Texas Chapter of The Wildlife Society, Houston, February 2023
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Reeves, A.M. Getting serious about ocelot recovery in the United States.



White-tailed deer are an 
important component of 
rangelands and a major 
economic resource in Texas. 
Billions of dollars are spent 
annually on white-tailed deer 
management and hunting. 
East Foundation’s ranches 
are home to abundant and 
healthy deer populations 
that reflect a more natural 
state, largely free of human 
involvement. Our lands 
are the ideal laboratory to 
answer questions relating 
to white-tailed deer 
populations. Outcomes from 
these studies often pertain 
to the region, the state, and 
in many cases the entire 
nation.
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Wildlife Disease Association Annual Meeting, Athens, GA, July–August 2023
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Schofield, N. Szafranski, R. Gerhold, and D.L. Miller. Assessment of health 
status and pathogen prevalence in free-ranging ocelot (Leopardus pardalis) 

and bobcat (Lynx rufus) populations of southern Texas. 
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Lovasik, K.T., M.L. Hopper, B.D. Spencer, R.W. DeYoung, A.M. Foley, J.A. 
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Survival and recruitment of white-tailed deer fawns in South Texas. 
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Ortega-S., D.G. Hewitt, L.R. Schofield, T.A. Campbell, and M.J. Cherry. 
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Mejia, M., J. Ortiz, and A.M. Veals Dutt. Continuing the conversation – 
parenthood in the field: Challenges and advice for raising your own brood.

Petrecca, L. A road map for ocelot recovery in the United States.

Racey, A., T.A. Campbell, and J.M. Tomeček. Understanding the diet of an 
unmanaged population of coyotes in southern Texas.

Sloan, H., J.M. Tomeček, and T.A. Campbell. Species-specific patterns of 
consumption of oral rabies vaccine baits in the South Texas Plains.
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White-tailed deer and cattle grazing – nutritional consequences for deer 
population performance.

Veals Dutt, A.M., J. Holbrook, M. Cherry, T.A. Campbell, J. Young, and 
M.E. Tewes. Landscape connectivity for an endangered carnivore: Habitat 
conservation and road mitigation for ocelots in the United States.

Yamashita, T.J., D.B. Wester, Z.M. Wardle, D. Scognamillo, L.R. Schofield, 
M.E. Tewes, J. Young, and J.V. Lombardi. Influence of traffic volume on the 
variation in felid detections with the road effect zone.



In the last century, northern 
bobwhites have experienced 
widespread population 
declines across their range. 
One area that has remained 
stable is the South Texas 
Sand Sheet. Bobwhite 
conservation is also a major 
driver of the rural economies 
of South Texas. Annual 
lease revenues for bobwhite 
hunting can yield up to $20 
per acre, generate more 
than $75 million in income, 
and create over 1,600 jobs. 
A primary concern for 
landowners and sportsmen 
is the sustainability of our 
management practices, 
including harvest. To 
address these concerns, 
the East Foundation has 
implemented several long-
term research projects that 
focus on evaluating the 
effects of harvest and land 
management practices. 
Our investigations occur on 
over 60,000 acres of East 
Foundation property and 
provide data on bobwhite 
abundance and management 
at an operational scale 
and inform future quail 
management
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Montalvo, A. 2023. Monitoring buffelgrass response to aerial spraying. 
Monte Mucho SWCD Pest Management CEU Certification, Hebbronville, TX, 
February.

Sawyer, J.E. 2023. Integrating research and ranching as an ARO. Turner 
Enterprises Annual Management Conference, Pierre, SD.

Sawyer, J.E. 2023. Is the ranch making money? Financial analysis for 
management. New Mexico Cattle Growers’ Association, Ruidoso, NM.

Sawyer, J.E. 2023. The carbon question. Texas Bankers Association Land & 
Real Estate Conference, Austin, TX.

Woodard, D.A. 2023. National Bobwhite and Grassland Initiative Annual 
Meeting, Harrisburg, PA.

Woodard, D.A. and A. Tautges. 2023. Statewide Quail Symposium, Abilene, 
TX.

Schofield, L.R. 2023. Manage the Wild. Episodes 145 and 149.

Woodard, D.A. 2023. Bobwhite conservation and management. Orvis 
Hunting and Shooting Podcast, hosted by Reid Bryant.

Woodard, D.A. 2023. Comparing performance metrics of bird dogs by 
gender – battle of the sexes: English pointer edition. Gun Dog Central, June.

Woodard, D.A. 2023. Unanswered questions – Bobwhite harvest research 
in South Texas. Covey Rise, December.
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