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At East Foundation, our 
cattle operation intersects 
with research opportunities 
in a unique way. We advance 
land stewardship and all 
things related, including 
wildlife conservation, 
rangeland health, and ranch 
productivity. Students that 
participate in research on 
our lands become future 
scientists and managers who 
are connected to the land. 
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Fewer than 80 recorded 
ocelots live in the United 
States and most of these 
live on private ranches in 
South Texas. Together with 
our research partners, East 
Foundation collects data 
on ocelot population size, 
survival and mortality, 
movements and activity, 
prey abundance and food 
habits, habitat use, and 
competition with other 
carnivores to help solidify 
recovery strategies.
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White-tailed deer are an 
important component of 
rangelands and a major 
economic resource in Texas. 
Billions of dollars are spent 
annually on white-tailed deer 
management and hunting. 
East Foundation’s ranches 
are home to abundant and 
healthy deer populations 
that reflect a more natural 
state, largely free of human 
involvement. Our lands 
are the ideal laboratory to 
answer questions relating 
to white-tailed deer 
populations. Outcomes from 
these studies often pertain 
to the region, the state, and 
in many cases the entire 
nation.
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Woodard, D.A. 2022. Sustainable Harvest of Northern Bobwhites: Phase I 
Overview. Texas Wildlife Association, Quail Masters. Hebbronville, TX.



In the last century, northern 
bobwhites have experienced 
widespread population 
declines across their range. 
One area that has remained 
stable is the South Texas 
Sand Sheet. Bobwhite 
conservation is also a major 
driver of the rural economies 
of South Texas. Annual 
lease revenues for bobwhite 
hunting can yield up to $20 
per acre, generate more 
than $75 million in income, 
and create over 1,600 jobs. 
A primary concern for 
landowners and sportsmen 
is the sustainability of our 
management practices, 
including harvest. To 
address these concerns, 
the East Foundation has 
implemented several long-
term research projects that 
focus on evaluating the 
effects of harvest and land 
management practices. 
Our investigations occur on 
over 60,000 acres of East 
Foundation property and 
provide data on bobwhite 
abundance and management 
at an operational scale 
and inform future quail 
management
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